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SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 1:04:40 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Foronda Testifying for HI FIVE 
OHM VAPE CO, LLC Oppose Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to SB1477, a bill that aims to allow counties to set 
their own regulatory ordinances for tobacco products, including vaping products. 

While I appreciate the intent behind this bill to give counties more control over regulating 
tobacco products, I believe that it is misguided. Allowing each county to set its own regulations 
will result in a patchwork of inconsistent and potentially conflicting rules, making it difficult for 
businesses to operate and for consumers to understand what is and isn't allowed. This will also 
put some vaping users at a disadvantage compared to other residents in terms of access to vaping 
products, as certain counties may have stricter regulations and limited availability. 

Moreover, this bill has the potential to cause a dramatic drop in state tax collections. The 
inconsistency of regulations from county to county could result in a fragmented market that 
makes it difficult for businesses to operate, leading to a decrease in revenue generated from taxes 
on tobacco and vaping products. 

In addition, the uncertainty of regulatory laws in the marketplace will make small businesses 
hesitant to provide jobs and become viable businesses. This could have a negative impact on the 
local economy, as small businesses are often the backbone of a thriving community. 

In conclusion, I strongly urge you to vote against SB1477 and instead work to establish 
consistent, statewide regulations that protect public health, ensure access to vaping products for 
all residents, and maintain the viability of small businesses. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

John Foronda 

 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-evidence-review
https://www.atr.org/told-you-so-study-proves-flavored-vaping-products-are-critical-quitting-cigarette-smoking
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2780248?guestAccessKey=227700a4-e3cb-4ccf-8ad5-ae5133e0009c&utm_source=silverchair&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=article_alert-jamapediatrics&utm_content=olf&utm_term=052421


https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/250513.pdf
https://www.atr.org/cdc-data-debunks-teen-vaping-panic/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-evidence-review


https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmoa1808779
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6626064/
https://t.co/68FBih1nVg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ty7pgRBxvI1nuJzHWxclzNlu569Hozn6/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ty7pgRBxvI1nuJzHWxclzNlu569Hozn6/view
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5420a3.htm#:~:text=In%202003%2C%20an%20estimated%2021.6,8.6%20million)%20smoked%20some%20days.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaping-in-england-evidence-update-february-2021/vaping-in-england-2021-evidence-update-summary
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2766787
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2766787
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/add.15403
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/27/1/18


Sincerely, 
 
Tim Andrews 
Director of Consumer Issues 
Americans for Tax Reform 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 





SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 2:29:19 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tashia Manaba Testifying for Savage 
Vapes 808 INC. Oppose Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments: - County level tobacco regulations fragment the market for vaping products 
potentially putting some vaping users at a disadvantage to other Hawaii residents in access to 
vaping products. - State will see a dramatic drop in tax collections - Small businesses will be 
hesitant to provide jobs and viable businesses in a marketplace with uncertain regulatory laws. 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 4:05:01 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Zehner Testifying for Hawaii 
Smokers Alliance Oppose Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

The Hawaii Smokers Alliance is strongly opposed to SB1447. A few years ago, this legislature 
give its' promise to make tobacco type legislation easier to follow and uniform across throughout 
the State. While we oppose most of the tobacco legislation passed in the last 25 years, at least the 
current version of HRS gives equal treatment under the law. 

We respectfully ask the legislature and this committee to keep its' word of honor on this 
issue and not go back on its' promise. 

Mahalo. 

 



https://www.hawaiicounties.org/
mailto:hsac@hawaiicounties.org
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The American Heart Association urges your support of SB 1447 and asks that state 
legislators return county home rule on what is among the most vital public health 
issues back to local communities. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donald B. Weisman 
Government Relations/Communications and Marketing Director 
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SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/7/2023 4:56:49 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chris Anton Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill will only cause more of my protected constitutional rights to use tobacco to be taken 
away. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/7/2023 5:17:33 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nicholas Winters Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Having different state/county laws causes lots of confusion. The only way to make this bill 
acceptible is if THE LEAST STRINGENT APPLIES. That way liberties are most protected. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 10:26:00 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

April Pacheco Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill wants to give further leverage to attack constituents that smoke and vape to counties. It 
also creates a regulatory mess for businesses trying to comply with already out of control 
regulation. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 12:07:43 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Choe Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe allowing individual counties to set their own tobacco regulations is silly. It's been 
shown at other states that these types of rules are too easy to go around. This is just a time 
wasting bill for everyone.  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 12:26:56 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

zach pollard  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Flavors is what helped me quit smokeing tobbaco products 8 years ago,  I had a hard time 
breathing smoking tobbaco products vaping is a way better more healthier alternitve for nicotine, 
vaping has improved my breathing and i can actually run and excersize, then before while using 
tobbaco products. If its because youth vaping there should be a fine for under age caught with 
electronic nicotine devices, or vaping products if you will the goverment would make profit off 
those fines. Going after flavors would put people out of business and take away jobs 
creating higher unemployment when right now unemployment is actually down to 3.4% which is 
pretty low for the US  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 1:14:45 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lisa Decoito Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB1447 as it will fragment the market for vaping product putting some vaping users at 
a disadvantage to other Hawaii residents in access to vaping products.  Also, the State may see a 
dramtic drop in tax collections. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 1:23:08 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kelli Schroeder Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I would like to oppose this bill. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 1:42:29 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chris Wells Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Opposed to the passage of SB1447. The legislature should maintain control of this issue and not 
flip -flop over it. Please maintain a consistant standard for us. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 2:06:42 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jason Grehawick Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Why are we trying to futher Fragment the market and make this more complicated?!?!? 
 
The state sets the laws just leave it at that. This doesnt make any sense.  
 
I strongly oppose This 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 2:35:09 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelby Pakele Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Shelby Pakele , stand with the opposing side of the SB1447.  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:15:36 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
VALENTINO 

MIRANDA -KEPA Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please stop the attacks  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:20:06 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Naomi Muronaka Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I OPPOSE THIS BILL 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:21:14 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Eric Heaukulani Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

County level tobacco regulations fragment the market for vaping products potentially putting 
some vaping users at a disadvantage to other Hawaii residents in access to vaping products.  

State will see a dramatic drop in tax collections  

Small businesses will be hesitant to provide jobs and viable businesses in a marketplace with 
uncertain regulatory laws 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:23:11 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Alicia Wiggins Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

i oppose 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:24:36 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caedence Pang-Ching Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because small businesses will be hesitant to provide jobs and viable businesses 
in a marketplace with uncertain regulatory laws 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:27:02 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chelsey Leialoha Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

County level tobacco regulations fragment the market for vaping products potentially putting 
some vaping users at a disadvantage to other Hawaii residents in access to vaping products. State 
will see a dramatic drop in tax collections. Small businesses will be hesitant to provide jobs and 
viable businesses in a marketplace with uncertain regulatory laws. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:28:06 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hoku  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! I disagree with an oppose bill SB1447. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:30:41 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robert Riley Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

businesses will be hesitant to provide jobs and viable businesses in a marketplace with uncertain 
regulatory laws 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:41:16 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ellen benton Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it is nonsensical considering tobacoo and nicotine sales are legal on the 
federal level. Putting the decision into the hands of local politicians would be in my opinion 
unfair to the citizens of the county of Hawaii. There has been an increase number of bills 
recently targeting the tobacco and nicotine sales industry in Hawaii for what sounds good on 
paper but in application does not work. Hawaii is a smokers state and for the people of legal age 
the idea of banning or disallowing the sale of nicotine is a big no no for us. If at the federal 
level,  nicotine and tobacco products are legal for people 21 and over then I think the State of 
Hawaii should follow the federal laws rather than try to ban sales or allow it to be a by county 
ordinance. 

I hope you take this testimony into consideration and also oppose SB 1447! 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 3:47:08 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

ASHLEY MATTOS Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Small businesses will be hesitant to provide jobs and viable businesses in a marketplace with 
uncertain regulatory laws 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 4:07:39 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cheyenne DeVera Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 1447, which aims to allow counties 
to set their own regulatory ordinances for tobacco products, including vaping products. 

As we are all aware, the use of vaping products has risen dramatically in recent years, 
particularly among young people. It is imperative that we take a strong and consistent approach 
to regulate these products in order to protect the health and well-being of our citizens. Allowing 
counties to set their own regulations will create a patchwork of inconsistent laws that will be 
difficult to enforce and will put the health of our communities at risk. 

In addition, this bill fails to recognize the role that these products play in the larger tobacco 
industry. The marketing and sale of these products are often designed to appeal to young people 
and the lack of consistent regulation will only serve to make it easier for the industry to target 
our youth. 

I urge you to consider the negative consequences of this bill and to vote against its passage. 
Instead, we should work towards creating a comprehensive and uniform approach to regulating 
tobacco and vaping products at the state level. This will ensure that all of our citizens are 
protected and that the health of our communities is not put at risk. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 4:21:04 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alameahokulani  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 4:22:49 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

HANALEI BENN Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill! Why, beacuase small businesses will be hesitant to provide jobs and viable 
businesses in a marketplace with uncertain regulatory laws and not to mention how dramatic the 
state will see a drop in tax collections. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 4:44:45 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica Chang Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

- 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 5:40:16 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cara valenzuela  Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because small businesses may shut down and how can the owners make a 
living. I strongly oppose .  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 5:43:00 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bill Patterson Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Don't know why the legislature wants this bill. If the legislature can't figure stuff out for 
themselves, then it might as well just disband and let the counties run everything. If I was in 
charge of the Senate I would want to call my own shots and not have some city council ruin my 
legislation.  

  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 8:01:51 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jason Park Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Counties should only be able to increase our freedoms, not further take them away. 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/8/2023 8:47:50 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Peggy Brandt Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in support of SB1447 because regulatory power being concentrated at the state and 
higher levels gives $$ lobbyists unfair advantage and takes away the voice of the communities. 
Please return the right to regulate tobacco products to the county and local levels.  

 





SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 7:13:59 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

tom Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill 

 



     SB1447 
 
I am writing in support of SB 1447, to reverse preemption of County 
powers to regulate health issues locally. Since 2018, when the State 
Legislature voted in this usurpation of County control of our local 
health issues, among other local powers, the Legislature, at the urging 
of the tobacco lobby, has found itself unable to enact any tobacco 
regulation, including a flavor ban and electronic cigarette taxation. The 
measures have been proven to greatly reduce electronic tobacco use in 
children in other states who have been less reluctant to protect their 
children. Already Hawaii has one of the highest rates of vaping in the 
country, and the neighbor islands are suffering even more. Our schools 
are staggering under the burden of electronic devices. And yet, our 
counties are prohibited from enacting any tobacco control measures 
whatsoever. Previously this was not the case, and Kauai in particular 
has had great success in decreasing cigarette use among teens. 
 
Please give our counties back the ability to address our local health 
issues and protect our children. 
 
Linda Weiner, MD 
Pediatrician, Kauai 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 7:49:04 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brian Santiago Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear PSM , 

I thought we fixed this problem, now some people are trying cause it again. 

Businesses will have to go to court now each time a county passes something to find out what is 
actuallly the law. Furthermore, having different standards in each county will cause waste and 
hardship in doing business.  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 7:55:36 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Brittany Chambrella Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As an educator and former health care employee, I have seen the damage tobacco and vapes can 
cause our community firsthand. Give power back to counties to address the health needs of their 
communities. Local government needs to be able to make these decisions, rather than give the 
problem to someone else to solve. The higher branches of government are already overburdened 
with problems, and this is an issue that counties can realistically solve within a short amount of 
time.  

 



S.B.1447!
February 10,2023!

Committee on Public Safety & Military A ff airs!
Chair:  Senator Wakai!
Vice Chair: Senator Elefante!

Testimony in Support of S.B. 1447, Relating to Tobacco Products 

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante, Members of the Committee on Public Safety & Military Aff airs, 
I am Julian Lipsher, Chair of the Hawaii Public Health InstituteÕs Coalition for a Tobacco Free 
HawaiiÕs Policy Committee and formerly with the Department of Health focusing on tobacco 
prevention & control and chronic disease, testifying as a private citizen in support of S.B. 1447.!

It is an indisputable science-based fact that smoking cigarettes, tobacco use and nicotine 
remain the leading cause of death and disease in Hawaii and in the nation. Despite this, 
tobacco companies have strategized numerous ways to delay and de flect implementation of 
sound public health policies. They question the science, they quarrel with implementation of 
laws once passed, they contribute heavily to the campaigns of candidates running for elected 
offi ce, mainly at the state and national level. !

Yet their influence has been diffi cult and often blunted at the local county level where the 
elected offi cials are closer to the voters and the problems are more clearly recognized. So how 
to get around this obstacle that thwarts increased sales and industry pro fits? Preemption. 
Promote the passage of laws where the state occupies the entire field of regulation where  local 
voices and county councils are taken out of the picture and local ordinances cannot be 
enacted. !

Turning the clock back in Hawaii, the State Legislature had not acted on bills to protect citizens 
from exposure to tobacco smoke. E ff orts then centered on the counties to enact such 
ordinances. In a relatively short time all Hawaii counties passed forms of protective measures. 
This eff ort demonstrated the need and popularity for state action and a comprehensive state 
law was subsequently enacted that we all bene fit from today. !

Now the issue is the use of e-cigarettes and vaping. It has now been almost a decade where 
bills have been proposed at the state level, yet no substantive action has resulted. We know 
the counties will act, yet in 2018 the tobacco industry was able to attach a preemption clause 
to a needed kidney dialysis bill which passed despite strong opposition to this provision added 
by the tobacco industry late in the session. !

Repealing preemption would allow local voices to be more readily heard and county councils to  
be able to take actions to protect people when action at the state level has stalled. It would 
restore local control and become a valuable demonstration and proving ground for state action. !

I urge the Committee to consider passing S.B. 1447. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 
testimony. !

Julian Lipsher !
jdlipsher@hawaii.rr.com 





SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 11:15:09 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle K. Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members, 

I support this bill assuming that the counties would be more successful in addressing the usage of 
e-cigarettes than the state. Ideally, we want everyone to not use any cigarettes or e-cigarettes 
products due to their harmful effects on health. If the counties could prevent future addictions 
among youth, then do your part to pass it. Thank you for your kind consideration! 

Mahalo, 
Michelle K.  

 





SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 12:13:05 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael S. Nakasone Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Opposed. I don't like mixed messages.  

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 12:39:02 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Allen Bartolome Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair, Vice Chairs and members,  

I am Asking for your support on this bill. Amending HRS §328J-11.5 to reauthorize counties to 
regulate the sale of tobacco products opens up the possibilities for innovative policies at the local 
level and to find new and effective ways to address the public health challenges posed by 
tobacco use. 

Mahalo for your time,  

Allen Bartolome 

 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 12:59:00 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Support.  Thank you. 

 



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e-cigarettes-around-95-less-harmful-than-tobacco-estimates-landmark-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e-cigarettes-around-95-less-harmful-than-tobacco-estimates-landmark-review
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5056632/


mailto:yael@consumerchoicecenter.org


SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 1:50:41 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Helen Barrow Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SB 1447. 

Hawaii's counties/ islands  need the ability to quickly address the health needs of their ohana and 
this bill gives that power back to the counties. 

Thanks for your consideration in this matter! 

 





SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 3:01:08 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Valerie Smalley Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please consider and pass SB1447 which would give back the power to the counties to regulate 
the sale of tobacco products.  

Counties have been successsful in passing tobacco related policies in the past as the smoke-free 
air laws and Tobacco 21. By approving this bill the counties will again have the ability to quickly 
address the unique health needs of their communities and it will result in better overall health. 
Since 2018 when the state peempted the counties there has been no meaningful policy to address 
the regulation of electronic smoking devices. The counties support this measure as it was part of 
the Hawaii Association of Counties legislative package.  

 



p.young
Late
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SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 4:34:45 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anthony Orozco Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Another business unfriendly bill.  
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SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 7:57:22 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chris C.K. Arakaki Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly Opposed. 
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SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/9/2023 8:28:04 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ned Garcia Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The State House should decide.  
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which also metastasized to her brain.  She underwent multiple surgeries, including a lobectomy and lung removal, 
numerous bouts of chemotherapy, and numerous clinical trials, before her body succumbed to fluid accumulation in 
the pleural space of her remaining lung.  With the assistance of hospice and palliative care, Davina was able to pass 
away peacefully and without pain. 
 
Please do what is necessary this legislative session, including the passage of SB 1447, to help keep so many more of 
our youth from dying, like my friend Davina, from tobacco-related illnesses.  
 
Thank you very much for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Aloha, 

 
Clifford Chang 



SB-1447 
Submitted on: 2/10/2023 12:21:56 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/10/2023 3:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jinsan Oak Testifying for Hui K LLC Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a small business owner, it is difficult to understand and accept the Bill SB1447 and the 
purpose.  We all understand and agree that there is legal age restrictions on all tobacco related 
products much like alcohol products. The choice is determined and made by individual adults in 
buying alcohol products, and should also be same for the tobacco / smoke related products.  But 
instead, we are so focused on banning flavorerd cigarettes and vapes mainly to prevent monors 
from smoking or vaping. Why is the Ban only way to prevent this?  Why can the reinforcement 
be in place to prevent some of the bad merchants from neglecting to check IDs?  if they are 
checking IDs for tobacco products, do you believe these same merchants will check IDs for 
alcohol products?  Instead of  enforcing these bad merchants, our government's best solution is to 
ban flavor cigarettes to reduce the monors from smoking or vaping? Will this really prevent our 
issues with minors while not enforcing the bad merchants? What is our government plans to 
make up for the lose on taxes from tobacco sales when more than 70% of Hawaii's tobacco sales 
is from flavor tobacco products?  Instead of the Ban, our State should plan to re-enforce the 
regulations by increasing the penalty and monitoring the merchants better.  As a small business 
owner, I am trying to survive in this post pandemic society and also do the right thing by 
checking IDs, implementing ID scanners for tobacco and alcohol purchases and etc. If 
our government bans flavor tobacco products and legalize mariuana as recreational drugs, what 
do you think our minors will move onto next? Is it really that difficult to figure this out?  
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